MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 


10. AN INSTANCE OF ACTIVE PREDATION BY SCAVENGER 
VULTURE (NEOPHRON PERCNOPTERUS GINGINIANUS) ON 
CHECKERED KEELBACK WATERSNAKE (XENOCH ROPHIS 
PISCATOR) IN KEOLADEO NATIONAL PARK, BHATRATPUR, 
RAJASTHAN 


On 4th July while walking down the main 
park road we saw a checkered keelback, about 
70 cm long wriggling across the road. Suddenly 
a Scavenger vulture pounced on it from one 
of the trees lining the road, and started peck- 
ing at its head. Holding the snake in its talons, 
it pecked hard thrice at the head and sat on 
the weakly struggling snake for the next five 
minutes before carrying the snake in its beak 
to its nest on a Kadam tree in the marsh about 
100 metres from the road. It left the snake 
in the nest and flew off and the young on 
the nest immediately starting pecking at it. 
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Scavenger vultures are known to kill turtles 
when they are caught outside water. Recently 
Drs. V. S. Vijayan and Lalitha reported see- 
ing a Scavenger Vulture feeding on the highly 
decomposed maggot-ridden body of a nestling 
of a whitebacked vulture on its nest. 


Snakes have not been recorded so far as a 
food item of scavenger vultures (Ali and 
Ripley 1983). 


We are indebted to Dr. V. S. Vijayan, Pro- 
ject Scientist for help and guidance. 
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11. A PIED HARRIER CIRCUS MELANOLEUCOS IN NORTHWEST 
MADHYA PRADESH 


The Pied Harrier Circus melanoleucos 
(Pennant) is a winter visitor chiefly to the 
eastern parts of the Indian subcontinent, from 
Bihar and Orissa east through Bangladesh to 
Burma (Ripley 1982, Ali and Ripley 1983). 
According to Ali and Ripley (1969) the species 
is not recorded north of Bombay in Western 


India, nor west of Nepal terai and Gorakhpur 
district in Uttar Pradesh, though putatively 
seen at Lahore (Pakistan). A male Pied 
Harrier was seen on three separate occasions 
in the winter of 1982-83 in the Karera Bustard 
Sanctuary (25° 31’-25° 40’ N; 78° 5’-78° 12’ E), 
Shivpuri district in northwest Madhya Pradesh. 
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